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SUB J : SRI LANKA POSITION ON NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY (NPT) 

REF: STATE 037797 

1. IN FIRST OF TWO DISCUSSIONS OF NPT EMBOFF HELD WITH 
MDFA DEPUTY DIRECTOR UNITED NATIONS AND CONFERENCES 
DIVISION, KATHIRAM ALAIN ATH AN STATED THAT GSL HAS NO IMMEDIATE 
PLANS TO RATIFY. HE SAID MDFA IS STILL PONDERING PROPER 
RECOMMENATION TO CABINET ON THIS QUESTION. AT END OF 

MARCH 20 MEETING EMBOFF ASKED HIM TO DISCUSS WITH APPRO- 
PRIATE SENIOR OFFICIALS AND SEEK CLOSER DEFINITION OF GSL 
PLANS. 

2. DURING APRIL 8 MEETING MDFA OFFICIAL SAID HE HAD 
RAISED ISSUE BUT WAS NOT ABLE TO GO BEYOND HIS PREVIOUS 
REMARKS. AFTER DISCUSSION OF FORTHCOMING MAY 5 REVIEW 
CONFERENCE AND ADVANTAGES OF EARLY RATIFICATION, EMBOFF 
PROBED REASONS FOR GSL UNCERTAINTY. MDFA OFFICIAL EVENTU- 
ALLY PRODUCED UNEASY REPLY THAT GSL HAS TO CONSIDER POSITION 
OF LARGER NORTHER NEIGHBOR WHCIH GIVES NO APPEARENCE OF 
WANTING TO SIGN NPT. HE SAID GSL VIEWS NEIGHBOR'S ATTITUDE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 COLOMB 01127 0912 16Z 

AS MAIOR FACTOR IN TIS OWN CONSIDERATION OF RATIFICATION. HE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 

NOTED LAOS THAT NPT IS NOT SEEN AS PRIORITY ISSUE BY MDFA. 

HE SAID GSL IS CONSIDERING SENDING MEMBER OF ITS GENEVA 
MISSION TO MAY REVIEW CONFERENCE DESPITE INABILITY TO PARTICI- 
PATE FULLY. HE ADDED HE HAD CONVEYED USG POSITION OULIHED 
REFTEL TO SENIOR LEVELS OF MDFA. 

3. COMMENT: BASED ON KATHIRAMALAINATHAN'S REMARKS, EMBASSY 
SEES NO POSSIBILITY GSL WILL RATIFY IN TIME FOR MAY CONFERENCE. 

IT SEEMS CLEAR GSL WILL FOLLOW INDIAN LEAD ON THIS ISSUE UNLESS 
SUBSTATNTIVE ADVANTAGES, NOT NOW APPARENT TO GSL, DEVELOP IN 
FAVOR OF RATIFICATION. 
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